
  

Pentecost 17 
September 27, 2020 

Emmanuel Ev. Lutheran Church 
Tempe, Arizona 

Everyone who is willing is to bring to 
the Lord an offering  (Exodus 35:5). 

the Whys and Hows  
of Giving 



WELCOME TO ONLINE WORSHIP 

Thank you for joining us online today. May the Word of God that you hear 
strengthen your faith and increase your desire to serve the Lord!  

The world may be in a state of panic, but the Church of Jesus is a place of 
refuge where we know God’s peace. We gather today to hear God’s Word and 
to rejoice in his message of comfort and forgiveness, of life and salvation. We 
are honored that you are joining us for our online worship.  

• This service folder will enable you to follow along and participate in the 
service wherever you are. You are also welcome to use your personal 
hymnal and Bible at home.  

• You may wish to sing along with the hymns or simply reflect upon the 
text—this is the beauty of our hymns with a strong, Christ-centered 
message! 

• Page numbers for readings refer to their location in the pew Bibles at 
church, and they may not correspond to the version of the Bible you are 
using at home. 

If there is any other way in which we can assist you, please let us know. 

For the latest information about services schedules, please visit elctempe.org. 

PENTECOST 17—SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 

The Whys and Hows of Giving: Give for what? 

Today we conclude our series on Christian stewardship. As Christ-followers 
we want to imitate our Master in all we do. We want to use the things God has 
given us in ways that honor him, and we want to be faithful managers of 
everything he has placed into our care. 

We are inundated with requests, solicitations, marketing materials, 
advertisements—all of which are designed to separate us from our hard-
earned money. 

Where should we spend our money? What should we give to? 

In Jesus' Church we give together as a community of believers. We give to a 
common mission. We may see special opportunities to give special gifts, but 
the main focus of our giving is to support the mission of our congregation, 
which is to share the saving name of Jesus with our members and with our 
community. 

Do we place our offerings into the collection plate for the General Fund? Do we 
give to Deeper Roots - Higher Sights? Do we support special projects and give 
to important causes? 

Motivated by Jesus' love and equipped with the right tools, we can do all of the 
above, as the Spirit moves us to give thoughtfully, cheerfully, proportionately, 

http://www.elctempe.org


PRE-SERVICE MUSIC My Shepherd Will Supply My Need 
  Dale Wood  

  Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 
  Johann Krebbs  

OPENING HYMN   Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 
  Christian Worship 221 

Please stand. 

DIVINE SERVICE I 
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INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

OPENING DIALOGUE 

M: The earth is the LORD’S, and everything in it, the world, and all who 
live in it. 

C: Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; let your glory be over all the 
earth. 

M:  Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God. 

C: Follow God’s example as dearly loved children and walk in the 
way of love. 

M: Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will 
appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those 
who are waiting for him. 

C: You are my God, and I will praise you; you are my God, and I will 
exalt you. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

M: Lord God, heavenly Father, we humbly come before you today 
knowing that we have failed to speak lovingly, think purely, or act 
rightly. We have sinned against you and against others... 

 in wasting the precious time you give us; 

C: in our slowness and hesitancy to spread your gospel; 

M: in the faithful care of our relationships; 

C: in our restless and relentless preoccupation with worldly wealth; 

M: in caring for the bodies and minds you have given us; 

C: in our refusal to make you our first priority. 

Silence for personal reflection 

M: Hear our confession, for we have sinned and are in need of your 
mercy and forgiveness. 

The invocation and 
sign of the cross are 

both reminders of our 
baptism, at which we 
were joined to Christ 
and made members of 

the family of our 
Triune God. 

Psalm 24:1 

Psalm 57:5 

Psalm 118:28 

Hebrews 9:28 

Ephesians 5:1,2 
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C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  
For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me for Jesus’ sake. 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great 
mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our 
sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

Absolution is the 
announcement of 
forgiveness, an 
announcement that 
is as valid and 
certain as if Christ 
himself spoke it. 
Jesus said, “Peace be 
with you. If you 
forgive anyone his 
sins, they are 
forgiven.” 



4 

HYMN RESPONSE Almighty Father, Heaven and Earth 
  Christian Worship 480, stanzas 1,5 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 
O Lord, giver of life and source of all love, we know that all we have 
received comes from your gracious hand. You call us to be stewards 
of your bounty, the caretakers of all you have entrusted to us. Help 
us always to use your gifts wisely and teach us to share them 
generously. Send your Holy Spirit to work through us, that many 
more might come to know the saving riches of your Son. May our 
faithful stewardship bear witness to the love of your Son in our 
hearts. Through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Be seated. 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON Genesis 50:15-21 
   Pew Bibles p. 85 

Joseph forgave his 
brothers' sins 
against him, 

knowing that God 
had worked 

everything out for 
their good.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 116 
  Peter Niedmann 

Saturday and Monday: The congregation sings the entire psalm (melody below). 
Sunday: The congregation joins the cantors on stanza 3. 

 What shall I render to the LORD, 
What shall my off’ring be to thee, 
For all the gracious benefits  
God has bestowed on you and me? 

 His saints the LORD delights to save; 
Their death is precious in his sight. 
He has redeemed me from the grave, 
And in his service I delight. 

Sunday: All join. 

SECOND LESSON Romans 14:5-9 
  Pew Bibles p. 1765 

Please stand. 

We are not our own. 
We belong to the 
Lord, and we live in 
ways that are 
considerate of 
others.  
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GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35 
  Pew Bibles p. 1527 

M: The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 18. 

Following the reading of the Gospel: 

THE NICENE CREED 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he 
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father 
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

Be seated. 

We forgive freely 
because we 

ourselves have been 
freely forgiven.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY My Worth Is Not in What I Own  
  Keith and Kristyn Getty and Graham Kendricks 

The cantor (s) will sing verse 1. Join them on the rest of the hymn. 
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SERMON Exodus 35:20-29 
   Pew Bibles p. 144 

What are we giving toward? 

OFFERING 

Many of our worshipers have been giving online or have been mailing their church 
offerings or dropping them off at the church office. If you would like to give your 
offering in person today, you may come up now and place it in the offering plate at 
the front of church. The offering plate is in the front of the church, instead of near the 
church entrance because our offerings are part of our worship and are an important 
part of the service. We also want our offerings to be more secure at the front of the 
church. You may continue giving online, or you may drop off your offering at the 
church office during regular hours or mail your offering to church at: 715 W 
Southern Avenue, Tempe AZ 85282. Thank you for your generous offerings to 
support the ministry of the gospel at Emmanuel! 

MUSICAL OFFERING Treasures in Heaven 
  Patrick Messick  

Grade 3 will sing virtually. 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
Where moth and rust destroy, 
And thieves break in and steal. 

But lay up for yourselves treasures in heav’n. 
For where your treasure is there will your heart be, too. 

Where is your treasure? 
Where is your heart? 

The answer’s not always so easy to see. 
If Jesus asked the question what would your answer be? 

Where is your treasure? 
Where is your heart? 

PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 

As you prepare to receive the Sacrament today, you may use the Personal Preparation 
for Holy Communion on page 20. 

After the offering please stand. 

Scan this code if 
you wish to give 

online. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Gracious God, giver of all we have and hold as stewards, grant the 
people of this church a deep and abiding awareness that all things 
come from you—our health, our incomes, our jobs, our talents and 
our generous impulse. 

C: Send your Holy Spirit to empower us as we swim against the rising 
tides of materialism, envy, individualism and greed in our culture. 

M: When we are tempted to think of money as a private matter, remind 
us that you have asked for a portion of our income to be returned to 
you as a symbol of our awareness that all we have has been given by 
you, and as a sign of our trust that you will continue to provide. 

C: Help us in this grace of giving, for you are the lover of our souls. 

M: Most Holy Spirit, you breathed life into humanity and gave us 
various gifts and talents that we might use them for your glory and 
the common good. 

C: Help us to give ourselves to the well-being of others, just as Christ 
gave himself for our well-being, even unto the cross. 

M: Savior Jesus, you gave your disciples the responsibility of taking your 
gospel to the ends of the earth. Make our congregation generous in 
the support of missionaries who preach the good news on our behalf 
in those places we cannot go. 

C: Guard them and their families with your holy angels, and bless 
their labors as it pleases you.  

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen 

In the Lord's 
Prayer Jesus teaches 
his disciples how to 
pray: boldly, 
confidently, and for 
things that God 
loves to give us . 
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THE SACRAMENT 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M:  Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body , which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood  of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

Be seated. 

DISTRIBUTION Members and any 
guests who have 

spoken with a pastor 
prior to the service 

about receiving 
Communion may 

come forward at the 
direction of the 

ushers. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  My Shepherd Will Supply My Need 
  Christian Worship Supplement 374 

The words of hymn 374 are printed here for you to meditate on as the piano and oboe 
plays during the Communion distribution. We will not be singing the hymn. 

My shepherd will supply my need—Jehovah is his name. 
In pastures fresh he makes me feed Beside the living stream. 
He brings my wand’ring spirit back When I forsake his ways 

And leads me, for his mercy’s sake, In paths of truth and grace. 

When I walk through the shades of death, His presence is my stay; 
One word of his supporting breath Drives all my fears away. 

His hand, in sight of all my foes, Will still my table spread; 
My cup with blessings overflows; His oil anoints my head. 

The sure provisions of my God Attend me all my days; 
Oh, may his house be my abode And all my work be praise. 
There would I find a settled rest While others go and come, 

No more a stranger or a guest But like a child at home. 

THANKSGIVING 

After the distribution, please stand. 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C: And his mercy endures forever. 

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you 
sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him 
you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray 
that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

THE BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 
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Be seated. 

CLOSING HYMN We All Are One in Mission 
  Christian Worship 566, stanzas 1,2  

POST-SERVICE MUSIC We All Are One In Mission 
  John Behnke  

   

The following service items are printed under One License.net #A-705984: 

Elements from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993, and Christian Worship Supplement © 

2008, Northwestern Publishing House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Pre Service “My Shepherd Will Supply 

My Need,” Dale Wood, © 1985, The Sacred Music Press and “Blessed Jesus At Your Word,” Johann 

Krebbs, © 1948, Music Press. “Psalm 116,”Peter Niedmann, © 2015, Concordia Publishing House. Hymn 

of Day “My Worth Is Not in What I Own,” text and music of Keith and Kristyn Getty and Graham 

Kendricks, © 2014, Getty Music Publishing. Post-Service "We All Are One In Mission,” John Behnke, © 

2008, Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Serving at Worship 
Preaching minister Pastor Bart Brauer 

Presiding minister Pastor Justin Gran 

Organ  Kevin Bode 

Oboe (Sunday) Rachel Severeid  

Virtual choir Grade 3 

Cantors (Sunday) John Campbell and April Degner 

Ushers for the month of September 

 Bill Zidar, Chet Jaehnig, Dan Kucenski, Dan Warskow, Hans Brauer 
Jon Beaupain, Troy Pautz 

Sanitizers for the month of September 

 Saturday 8:00 a.m. Craig Kiecker 
Saturday 10:30 a.m. Bill Zidar 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. Bill Sternaman, Peter Nimmer, Troy Pautz 
Sunday 9:15 a.m. Hans, Elena, and Elsa Brauer 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. Dan and Susan Kucenski 

Altar flowers 

Flowers on the altar are given by Dennis and Erica Breeden celebrating their 
seventeenth wedding anniversary. 

Landscaping 

Thank you to the Larry and Lance Marten families for helping maintain, trim and 
clean the outside church property this week. 

In our prayers 

• Pastor Brauer, as he deliberates his call. 

• Lon Meyer, who has upcoming knee replacement surgery. 

• The family of Ina Perez, whose mother was called home to heaven. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

October 4 Pentecost 18 ................................................... Philippians 1:18-27 
October 11 Pentecost 19 ...................................................... Matthew 21:28-32 
October 18 Pentecost 20 ................................................................. Isaiah 5:1-7 
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BIBLE CLASS SCHEDULE 

Sunday: Bible class ...................................................................... Ephesians  
  Led by Pastor Jon D. Buchholz 

Wednesday: Bible class  .................................... Luther's Letter on the Plague  
   Led by Pastor Bart Brauer 

This week at Emmanuel 

Saturday On-campus services ...................................... 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday On-campus and online services.......... 8:00, 9:15 and 10:30 a.m. 
 Livestream and in-person Bible study ......................... 9:15 a.m. 
  Ephesians  
  Led by Pastor Jon D. Buchholz 

Monday On-campus and online service ..................................... 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday Livestream and in-person Bible study ......................... 8:30 a.m. 
  Luther’s Letter on the Plague  
  Led by Pastor Bart Brauer 

 Bible Basics ...................................................................... 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday Bible class at Denny’s ..................................................... 6:30 a.m. 
  Psalms  
  Led by Pastor Dan Pautz 

Saturday On-campus services ...................................... 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 

Looking ahead 

October 13 Church Council ............................................................... 6:00 p.m. 
October 18 Voters' meeting ............................................................ 12:00 noon 

Notes and News  
Safety and social distancing 

Emmanuel encourages our worshipers to wear masks at church whenever they 
are closer than six feet from fellow worshipers. 

Emmanuel’s Instagram account 

Emmanuel Lutheran is now on Instagram! Please follow us at Emmanuel 
Lutheran, Tempe. Thank you. 

Fall work day 

The fall work day will be Saturday, October 3, starting at 7:00 a.m. Projects for the 
day include scalping and seeding winter grass and other items. Please contact 
Glenn Derge at (602) 284-0695 if you are able and willing to come and help. 
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Voters’ call meeting 
Principal John Campbell and third grade teacher Mrs. Jana Kogler recently 
announced their retirements, which will begin after the current school year ends. 
In line with that, the school board is making the motion that the congregation call 
to fill those positions. If the church council recommends the motion on October 
13, and the voters approve it at the quarterly voters’ meeting on October 18, there 
will be a call meeting that same day on October 18. The voters’ meeting and 
attached call meeting will begin at noon on October 18. 

Pastor call 

On Friday, September 11, Holy Trinity in Des Moines, Washington, called Pastor 
Brauer to be their pastor. If you have questions or comments about this call or 
about the current ministry at Emmanuel, feel free to contact Pastor Brauer at (480)
828-4919 or bartbrauer@gmail.com. 

Thursday morning Bible class 

The Thursday morning class is now back at the Denny’s located at the corner of 
Broadway and Priest. It begins at 6:30 a.m. The current study and discussion are 
based on Psalms. For more information, contact Pastor Pautz at (480) 766-2994. 

Want to help an Emmanuel teacher? 

Our teachers are currently doing double-duty teaching online and in-person, so 
your help is appreciated in supporting our called workers during these 
challenging times. If you are willing to assist with correcting papers, or have an 
interest in volunteering to assist in other ways, please contact our school 
secretary, Erin Hahnke, at (480) 967-3983 or at school@elstempe.org. 

Busy bags 

Busy bags are available to take home. Please feel free to pick up busy bags for use 
during church. Each bag is cleaned and ready to go. Instead of dropping it off 
again, take it home and keep as your family's church bag for the time being. 

Church attendance 

Thank you for using Sign-Up Genius for on-campus attendance and for 
submitting connection cards for online viewing. You do not need to do both. 
For Communion services, please use the comment section to enter the first names 
of each person who will commune, especially when you are signing up family 
members with different last names or with different household addresses. 
All this helps the church office to record worship and Communion attendance 
and maintain accurate records. 
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Marriage Moments 
Every marriage has its “moments.” That’s why marriages need moments of 
encouragement and refreshment. Marriage Moments are short, weekly videos 
highlighting one Biblical marriage thought accompanied by a discussion question. 
The Emmanuel pastors very much encourage our couples to subscribe to receive 
the videos in a weekly e-mail. Please see an introduction and subscribe for the 
videos at https://welscongregationalservices.net/ministry-resources/
marriagemoments. 

MUMS 

Welcome, Emmanuel MUMS (Mothers Understanding Mothers), to 2020-2021! 
MUMS is a group at Emmanuel Lutheran Church originally created for mothers 
of children from birth through kindergarten. However, all moms are welcome to 
attend, regardless of their children’s age, so please invite friends to join the fun. 
The purpose of this group is to grow in God's Word and Christian fellowship. 
Our theme this year is Romans 12:12: “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and 
faithful in prayer.” 

For the fall semester, we will host a variety of virtual events using Google Meets 
throughout the week either in the morning or at night. Feel free to contact any of 
the leads for the Google Meets if you have questions or are interested in getting 
more involved in any area of the MUMS’ group. We hope you can attend one, 
some, or all the events. Blessings to you and your family as we continue to be 
joyful, patient, and faithful in prayer. 

Contact information: 
Emily Gran heidtkea@gmail.com (507) 217-1675 
Laura Head headlaura@yahoo.com (480) 586-4881 
Sarah Kern kernfamily2739@gmail.com (480) 292-6927 
Sara Redman dins.sara@gmail.com (480) 580-1890 
Julie Sallquist sallquist.julie@gmail.com (480) 398-0722. 

If you’re on Facebook, find us there and ask to join our closed group, 
www.facebook.com/groups/EmmanuelMUMS. 

MUMS October Events 

Wed, Oct 14, 8:30 p.m.-9:30pm, Book Club https://meet.google.com/rih-pdpf-aoa 
Contact Sara for more details at dins.sara@gmail.com or (480) 580-1890. 

Tues, Oct 20, 9-10am, Devotional Meeting: https://meet.google.com/fed-uwkk-
ahb. Contact Emily for more details at heidtkea@gmail.com or (507) 217-1675. 

Thurs, Oct 29, 8:30-9:30pm, Devotional Meeting: https://meet.google.com/tgt-
kshw-scg. Contact Sarah at kernfamily2739@gmail.com or (480) 292-6927; or Julie 
at sallquist.julie@gmail.com or (480) 398-0722 for more details. 

mailto:heidtkea@gmail.com
mailto:headlaura@yahoo.com
mailto:kernfamily2739@gmail.com
mailto:dins.sara@gmail.com
mailto:sallquist.julie@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/EmmanuelMUMS/
https://meet.google.com/rih-pdpf-aoa
mailto:dins.sara@gmail.com
https://meet.google.com/fed-uwkk-ahb
https://meet.google.com/fed-uwkk-ahb
mailto:heidtkea@gmail.com,
https://meet.google.com/tgt-kshw-scg
https://meet.google.com/tgt-kshw-scg
mailto:kernfamily2739@gmail.com,
mailto:sallquist.julie@gmail.com,


17 

Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center 
A special open house for The Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center is being planned 
for November 8 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Come and take a tour and meet our 
volunteers and board members. The Lord has been so good to us in 2020, and 
your gifts did not stop coming in —for which we are most thankful! Our present 
needs include: winter outfits (size 0-3 months) for the layettes, bottles, baby lotion 
and shampoo, receiving blankets, and size 4 diapers. Alpha is now located at 3040 
North Seventh Avenue in the former Good Shepherd Lutheran School building. 
The center is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Our 
clients are cautiously coming back, and we are getting new clients as well. God is 
so good! 

LWMS mission 

Even though the fall retreat was canceled, the local Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
Society would still like to send mission money to the Chinese Outreach Project by 
October 10. 
You may give by going to elctempe.org/giving where you will find a box marked 
“LWMS Mission.” 
If you prefer to send a check, please include Emmanuel in the memo section, and 
send your gift directly to: 
Carol Jacques 
10044 W Augusta Dr. 
Sun City West, AZ 85351 

LWMS Grand Canyon West Circuit 

The LWMS Grand Canyon West circuit is looking to elect a president and a vice-
president. The president will serve until April 2021 and the vice-president 
through 2022. If you want to volunteer to be placed on the ballot, or if you want to 
vote, please email Emmanuel’s reporter, Diana Brocard, at church@elctempe.org 
by October 2. 

elctempe.org/giving
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Sometimes mission connections happen in very interesting ways. Every year, 
Spirit of Life in Caledonia, Michigan, hosts a booth at the local Davenport College 
Panther Palooza event. It’s an event where freshmen go to learn about 
opportunities to serve, learn, and work in the community. During that event we 
were publicizing a women’s self-defense class being held at Spirit of Life. Little 
did we know, God would bless us with a new member and a really great friend. 

Katherine Campoverde was studying to be a recreational therapist at Davenport. 
She was Roman Catholic growing up in Ecuador, and she had family in New 
York City as well. She spoke to us and visited the church that next Sunday. After 
some weeks, Katherine went through class to join our Lutheran church. For a few 
years we enjoyed having her as part of our church,—but upon graduation, 
Katherine moved back to New York City for work. It was bittersweet for us 
because we wished her the best, but we were also concerned about Katherine’s 
connection with the church. We don’t have all that many congregations in New 
York City. 

When Katherine arrived in New York City, we stayed in touch. I looked up her 
address in the WELS church locator and discovered a great blessing: Katherine 
was living less than 2 miles from Sure Foundation Lutheran Church, our WELS 
home mission congregation in Woodside. I immediately grabbed the phone and 
called the pastor there. And after a few short weeks, Katherine was connected. An 
even greater blessing was that Sure Foundation has Spanish services every week. 
Now Katherine could not only worship, but she also brought her father to 
worship for him to hear God’s Word in their first language. 

https://yearbook.wels.net/unitsearch
https://sure-foundation.org/
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But the interesting connections continued. Katherine’s mother still lives in 
Ecuador. So while she was on a trip to visit her mother, she introduced her to our 
world missionary living in Ecuador as well. 

Recently Katherine had the opportunity to come back to visit us here at Spirit of 
Life, and she was welcomed with open arms. It’s really interesting to see how God 
works. He blessed our congregation to do some outreach at a local college. We 
shared the Word and Sacrament together with a new member. Little did we know 
the impact that would have in another congregation in New York City and 
possibly all the way down in Ecuador. God’s Word is so amazing, and his plans 
for our life are too. 

What a blessing it is to have mission congregations around our synod who can 
connect and serve believers even when school and work causes them to move! 

Written by Allen Kirschbaum, home missionary at Spirit of Life Lutheran Church in 
Caledonia, Michigan. 

https://spiritoflifecal.org/
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PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 

The following questions for self-examination (adapted from various sources) may be 
helpful as you prepare to receive the Sacrament. 

As we prepare to partake of the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, it is 
appropriate that we diligently examine ourselves, as St Paul exhorts us. For 
this Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort and strengthening 
of those who humbly confess their sins and hunger and thirst for 
righteousness. 

But if we thus examine ourselves, we find nothing in ourselves but sin and 
death, from which we can in no way set ourselves free. Therefore our Lord 
Jesus Christ has had mercy upon us and has taken upon himself our nature, 
so that he might fulfill the whole will and law of God and for us and for our 
deliverance suffer death and all that we by our sins have deserved. In order 
that we should more confidently believe this and be strengthened in faith and 
cheerful obedience to his holy will, he has instituted the holy Sacrament of his 
Supper, in which he feeds us with his body and gives us to drink of his blood. 

Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup firmly believing the 
words of Christ, lives in Christ and Christ in him, and has eternal life. 

We should also do this in remembrance of him, proclaiming his death—that 
he was delivered over for our sins and raised to life for our justification. Then 
with thankful hearts we commit ourselves again to take up our cross and 
follow him, keep his commandments, and love one another as he has loved 
us. 

As you examine yourself, consider these questions before God, who searches 
the heart: 

Q: Do you sincerely confess that you have sinned against God and 
deserved his wrath and punishment?  

A: Truly you should confess, for Holy Scripture declares, “If we claim to be 
without sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” 

Q: Do you heartily repent of all your sins committed in thought, word, 
and action?  

A: Truly you should repent, as did the penitent sinners: King David, who 
prayed for a contrite heart; Peter, who wept bitterly; the woman caught in 
adultery; the prodigal son; and others. 

Q: Do you sincerely believe that God, by his grace, for Jesus’ sake, 
forgives you all your sins?  

A person should 
examine himself 

before eating of the 
bread and drinking 

from the cup. For 
anyone who eats and 

drinks without 
recognizing the body 
of the Lord eats and 
drinks judgment on 

himself. But if we 
judged ourselves, we 

would not come 
under judgment. (1 

Corinthians 
11:28,29, 31). 
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A: Truly you should believe, for Holy Scripture declares, “For God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life.” 

Q: Do you promise that with the help of the Holy Spirit you will from 
this time forward amend your sinful life?  

A: Truly you should so promise, for Holy Scripture declares, “No one who lives 
in him keeps on sinning,” and Jesus himself declares, “If you love me you 
will obey what I command.” 

Personal prayer: 

 Lord Jesus, as a penitent sinner filled with joy and gratitude I now 
come to your table to receive the precious food of your life-giving 
body and blood. May it strengthen me to remain in you as you 
remain in me, so that I bear much fruit in devoted service to you and 
in acts of love and kindness to others. Amen. 
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ABOUT US 

T 
he Mission and Objectives of Emmanuel Lutheran Church are to share 
the truth and love of God’s saving Word, and our personal faith in 
that Word, within our church, our community, and the world, 

through active involvement by all our members, specifically: 

• To preach, by proclaiming the Word of God, as we worship and 
praise God in a loving Christian atmosphere; 

• To teach, by fostering an ongoing increase in knowledge and 
maturity in God’s Word; 

• To reach, by sharing the Gospel of God’s Word with all people, and 
to do so; 

• By each member actively participating in the Mission and Objectives. 
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E 
mmanuel Lutheran Church is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod (WELS). We are united in faith and teaching with the 
other churches of the Wisconsin Synod as well as the churches of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). 

715 West Southern Avenue 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 
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